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NATHANIEL BACON. 411 



THE FAMILY OF NATHANIEL BACON, 
THE "REBEL." 



As Shown by the Papers in the case of Jarvis vs. Jason. 



[It has been frequently claimed that Nathaniel Bacon, "the Rebel," 
left descendants in this country, and that the family of Bacon later well 
known could be traced to him. In the absence of any positive proof 
the adherants of this theory have pointed to the brief summary given 
in Vernon's Reports, I, 284, of the case here referred to. The summary 
refers to "children," which gave some color to the claim. Last summer 
Captain W. Gordon McCabe, former President of this Society, was in 
England and investigated at the Public Record Office the original 
papers in this suit. At his suggestion the Society had copies made.] 

Chancery Proceedings before 1714. 
Reynardson 87 — 100. 
21 May 1681. Emendat p Ord Cur dat 24 die January 1684. 

Bridge. 
To the Right Hono'ble Francis Lord Guilford Lord Keeper of the 
Greate Seale of England : 
Humbly complayning sheweth unto your Lop'p your Orator Sr. 
Robert Jason of Enfeild in the County of Midd'x. Barr't That yo'r 
Orator in or aboute the Month of May which was in the yeare of our 
Lord God one thousand six hundred Eighty and one did Exhibit his 
bill of Compl't unto this High and Hono'ble Court against Thomas 
Jarvis and Elizabeth his wife, William Betts, Thomas Bacon and Mary 
Brooke thereby setting forth as the truth was and is That Sr. Robert 
Jason Barr't your Orators late Father dece'd being in his life time seized 
of a considerable reall Estate and your Orator being his eldest sonne 
and Heir one Nathaniel! Bacon Gent, and Will'm Bokenham E.sqr. 
taking advantage of your Orators necessetyes who had little or noe 
allowance from his said Father wherewith to support himselfe did 
p'tend to yo'r Orator, that hee the said Nathaniell Bacon, was seized of 
a good and cleare Estate in fee of and in all that Messuage and Farme 
called or knowne by the name of Hinton Hall Farme Northfeilds and 
Bullocks Closes with the Appurtences scituate lying and being in 
Hinton Blythburgh and Thorrington or some or one of them or in any 
other Town or Townes thereunto near adjoyning in the County of 
Suffolke And that if your Orator would purchase the same of the said 
Bacon hee would be contented to take security for the purchase Money 
to bee paid by your Orator after the death of his said Father who had 
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noe other sonnes but your Orat'r and Henry Jason his Brother and the 
said Bacon and Bokenham affirmed that the said Lands were of the 
yearly value of one hundred and fifty pounds p'annu. and A good Tytle 
and Free and cleare of and from all Manner' of Incumbrances and the 
more to encourage your Orator to. purchase the said p'misses the said 
Bokenham p'tended that if your Orator would deal for the same that he 
would either give your Orator ready money for the said purchase or 
procure your Orator a purchaeer who should give him ready money for 
the same and thereupon and by the contrivance of the said Bacon and 
Bokenham you'r Orat'r was drawne in to give one or more Judgm'ts or 
other security for Eight Thousand pounds or some such sume which 
was to bee Defeazanced for payment of fower Thousand pounds or some 
such sume att the death of your Orators Father and in consideration 
thereof the said Bacon agreed to Convey the said Lands and P'misses to 
your Orator and his heires and the said * * * Bokenham advised yo'r 
Orator that it would not be safe for him to take the Conveyance in his 
owne name and thereupon by the contrivance of the said Bockenham 
and Bacon A Conveyance was p'pared and brought ready Ingrossed 
wherein the name of one Peter Phesant esqr. was used as purchasor 
who was an utter Strainger to your Orator but a Relacon or Freind to 
the said Bokenham and Bacon or one of them which Conveyance was 
executed by the said Bacon and as soone as the same was executed the 
said Bokenham tooke the same into his Custody uppon p'tence that he 
would keepe itt for the use and benefitt of yo'r Orator and the said 
Bokenham haveing gotten the Conveyance into his custody and there 
being noe trust menc'oned in itt for your Orator hee did propound to 
buy the premisses of yo'r Orator and that if yo'r Orator would execute 
A Conveyance thereof to him he would give yo'r Orator in ready money 
to the full value of the Estate and yo'r Orator being then in Straights 
for money upon the said Bokenhams paying to him about fifty pounds 
in ready money and p'miseing to pay your Orator to the full value of 
what the said Lands and P'misses were worth was drawne in to seale A 
Conveyance thereof to the said Bokenham and to undertake to p'cure 
the said Peter Phesant your Orators Trustee to joine in the said Con- 
veyance And the said Phesant being a Strainger to your Orator and a 
freind or Relacon of the said Bokenham and Bacons your Orator could 
not procure him to convey Howbeitt your Orator having sealed the 
said Conveyance was glad to take such security for the purchase money 
from the said Bokenham as he could gett and your Orator further 
Shewes That the said Peter Phesant was kept off by Bokenham and 
Bacon or one of them from sealeing the said Conveyance and yett his 
nott sealing thereof was made use of as a pretence to delay the said 
Bokenhams payment of the purchase money to your Orator And your 
Orator further shewed That by the contrivance of the said Bacon an 
(sicj Bokenham there were severall Incumbrances sett on foote on the 
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premises and it was also pretended that the wife of the said Nathaniell 
Bacon having not joyned in the sale of the premises to your Orator in 
case she survived her husband, she would be entitled to Dower or some 
other Incumbrance on the premises and by these and other the practises 
and contrivances of the said Bacon and Bokenham your Orator haveing 
been drawne into the said judgement or security as aforesaid and having 
been very much abused wronged and defrauded by them as aforesaid 
your Orator was advised and did resolve to seeke his remedy and 
redress in the premisses by the Ayd of this honourable Court And 
thereupon ancVto prevent your Orators sueing them the said Bacon who 
was sensible of the wrong your Orator had sustained did agree to dis- 
charge the said Judgem't or security which your Orator had entered 
into as aforesaid And to accept a Reconveyance of the said Lands and 
premisses if your Orator would undertake to procure the same or else 
to pay the summe of one thousand two hundred and fifty pounds being 
looked upon to be the value of the premises with sixty pounds p Ann. 
in liew of the Rents of the said Lands in the meane time which your 
Orator accordingly did undertake to doe But the said Bacon goeing 
beyond sea and dyeing before the said Agreement was executed And 

one 1 homas Jarvis, Merchant having married with Elizabeth the 

relict of the said Nathaniell Bacon and being intitled to the benifitt of 
the said Agreement and your Orator not having then taken in the said 
Bokenhams interest nor procured a Reconveyance from the said Phesant 
the said Thomas Jarvis did insist to have a security from your Orator to 
performe the said Agreement for that the said Judgement or security 
soe given by your Orator to the said Nathaniell Bacon as aforesaid was 
discharged [*and your Orator released thereof] And thereupon your 
Orator by the persuasion of the said William Betts, [fGentleman] an 
Attorny att Law who pretended by Vertue of your Orators Title to 
p'cure him the po'ssion of the p'misses from the said Will'm Bokenham 
whoe then had the same thereby to enable your Orator to performe the 
agreem't herein after menconed And before any title of the said Bacons 
wife was sett on foote in or aboute Michas Tearme one Thousand six 
hundred seventy and six gave the said Thomas Jarvis A Judgm't of Twoe 
Thousand pounds debt besides costs of Suite in the Courte of Common 
Pleas att Westminster as by the Records thereof may appeare which 
said Judgm't by Indenture beareing date the eight and twentyeth day 
of Decemb'r One Thousand six hundred seaventy and six made 
betweene the said Thomas Jarvis of the one parte and the said S'r 
Robert Jason of the other parte was condiconed or Defeazanced and 
the true intent and meaneing of the said Judgm't was thereby declared 

* These words appear in the original bill filed 21 May 1681, but not in this the amended 
bill, 
t Note as above. 
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to bee to secure the said Thomas Jarvis and his Heires That yo'r Ora t ' 
the said S'r Robert Jason his Heires Execut'rs or Adm'rs or some or one 
of them should on or before the twenty nineth Day of September which 
should bee in the yeare of our Lord One Thousand six hundred seaventy 
and eight deliver unto the said Thomas Jarvis and his Heires or Assignes 
lawfull quiett and peaceable possession of all that the said Messuage 
and Farme called or knowne of the name of Hinton Hall Farme North- 
feilds and Bullocks Closes with the Appurtences scituate lying and being 
in Hinton Blythburgh and Thorrington or some or one of them or in 
any other Town or Townes thereunto neare adjoyning in the County o 
Suft'k and should alsoe convey the said Farmes and p'misses unto the 
said Thomas Jarvis his Heires and Assignes as the Councell of the said 
Thomas Jarvis should advise with the Covenants ag't all and every 
person and Persons whatsoever lawfully clayming or to clayme the said 
Messuage Farme and Premisses or any parte thereof by from or under 
the said Sir Robert Jason Henry Jason, brother to the said S'r Robert 
the said William Bokenham esq'r whoe then had the said Farm and 
pr'misses in posscon and the said Peter Pheasant esq'r and in the 
interim should pay unto the said Thomas Jarvis his heires or assignes, 
the yearly rent or sume of sixty pounds of lawfull money of England att 
the two most usuall feasts or Dayes of paym't in the year, that is to say 
the Feast of the Annuncacon of the blessed Virgin Mary and St. Michall 
the Archangell by even and equal p'cons, the first payment thereof to 
bee made upon the Feast of the Annuncacon of the blessed Virgin 
Mary next ensueing the date thereof And should also make satisfaccon 
unto the said Thomas Jarvis and his Heires for such damages as should 
bee upon or come to the said messuage houses Farme and pr'misses 
or any parte or parcell thereof from the Feast of St. Michaell the 
Archangell last past untell the said nine and twentyeth Day of Septem- 
ber which should be in the yeare of our Lord one Thousand six hun- 
dred seaventy and eight and in default of delivering lawfull peaceable 
and quiett pos'sion of the said Estate as aforesaid and conveying the 
said Estate to the said Thomas Jarvis his Heires and Assignes as afore- 
said then if yo'r Orator the said S'r Robert Jason his Heires Execut'rs 
Adm'rs or Assignes or some or one of them should within Three 
Months next after the said nine and twentyeth day of September which 
should be in the yeare of our Lord one thousand six hundred seaventy 
and Eight pay unto the said Thomas Jarvis his Heires or Assignes the 
sume of one Thousand twoe hundred and fifty pounds of lawful money 
of England then the said judgem't to be voyd and of none effect or else 
to remaine in full force and vertue And the said Thomas Jarvis for him- 
selfe his heires Execut'rs and Adm'rs and every of them did Covenant 
and agree to and with yo'r Orator the said S'r Robert Jason his Heires 
Execut'rs and Administrators and every of them by the said Indenture 
that if the said S'r Robert Jason his Heires Executors or Administrators 
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or any of them should well and truly deliver unto the said Thomas 
jarvis his heires and Assignes a lawfull peaceable and quiet pos'sion of 
the said Messuage Lands and Pr'misses with the Appurtences and every 
parte thereof and convey the same with Covenants as aforesaid, and 
also pay to the said Thomas Jarvis his heires or assignes the said yearly 
rent or sume of sixty pounds by equall porcons as aforesaid att the 
severall and respective times aforesaid And in default thereof of the 
said S'r Robert Jason his heires Executors Adm'rs or Assignes or any 
of them should well and truly pay unto the said Thomas Jarvis his 
Execut're or Assignes the sume of one Thousand twoe hundred and 
fifty pounds of lawfull money of England then the said Thomas Jarvis 
his Executors Adm'rs or Assignes or one of them should and would 
acknowledge satisfaccon uppon the Record of the said Judgm't att the 
costs and charges of the said S'r Robert Jason and cause the same to 
be vacated and in the meanetime (if the said yearly rent or sume of 
sixty pounds should be paid as aforesaid) should not or would sue forth 
any Execucon uppon the said Judgm't ag't the said S'r Robert Jason his 
Goods and Chatties Lands or Tentm'ts as by the said Indenture duly 
executed under the hand and seale of the said Thomas Jarvis ready to 
be p'duced to this Honoble Courte may appeare which Judgm't was 
entered And the said Indenture thereupon was drawne by the said W'm 
Betts whoe p'tended to bee your Orator's great freind in the pr'misses 
And your Orator further shewed that in pursuance of the agreem't 
conteyned in the said Indenture of Defeazance your Orator did take in 
the interest of the said Bokenham and procured a Conveyance from him 
the said Peter Pheasant and did pay or cause to be paid or was ready 
and did tender or offer to pay unto the said Thomas Jarvis or his use 
the said yearly rent or same of sixty pounds and also to deliver quiett 
lawfull and peaceable pos'sion of the said Messuage Farme Lands and 
pr'misses notwithstanding any Act or thing done or suffered by your 
Orator and the said Henry Jason Will'm Bokenham and Peter Pheasant 
or any of them and to make and procure to bee made A Conveyance of 
the same to the said Thomas Jarvis his Heires and Assignes with Cove- 
nants ag't all persons lawfully clayming by from or under yo'r Orator 
and the said Henry Jason Will'm Bokenham and Peter Pheasant And 
the said Thomas Jarvis ought accordingly to have accepted thereof and 
att your Orators charge to have acknowledged satisfaccon or Record of 
the said Judgm't but your Orator then complayned that the said Thomas 
Jarvis by Combinacon and Confederacy with ye said Elizabeth his wife 
William Betts and to and with Thomas Bacon, gent and Mary Brooke's 
and takeing advantage that yo'r Orator did not pay the said rent of 
sixty pounds p Annu deliver the pos'sion and make and execute or 
procure to be made or executed A Conveyance of the said Messuage 
Farme Lands and P'misses att the p'cise times limitted by the said 
Indenture of Defeazance for that purpose doth refuse now to accept 
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thereof and doth insist upon the penalty of the said Judgm't or at least 
to have the said sixty pounds per annu and the one thousand twoe 
hundred and fifty pounds paid to him with damages from the respective 
hires the same should have been paid to him according to the said 
Defeazance, Whereas the not performing the condicon of the said 
Defeazance was occaconed by the said Thomas Jarvis himselfe or his 
wife and he ought not to take any advantage thereof And if it were by 
any default of your Orators yet your Orator was ready to pay the said 
rent and to make good to the said Thomas Jarvis whatever he is damp- 

nifyed by the not performeing of the said Defeazance or agreem't 

on your Orator's parte the said Thomas Jarvis ought not in iustice and 
equity to take any advantage of the said non performance but ought to 
accept of the said rent and a Conveyance of the P'misses with his 
reasonable damages which your Orator hath tendered or offered to pay 
him if he will accept thereof which he refuseth to do but hath proceeded 
or threatens to proceed at law against your Orator or his Estate uppon 
the said Judgm't sometimes pretending that having married with the 
widow of the said Nathaniel! Bacon shee hath a joynture of the 
premisses made to her by the said Nathaniel Bacon before his Convey- 
ance to the said Peter Pheasant and sometimes that shee is intituled to 
Dower and att other times that the P'misses are subject to severall 
Judgm'ts statute Mortgages Estates charges and incumbrances p'cedent 
to your Orators purchase of the p'misses of the said Bacon as aforesaid 
and by vertue or force of those or some other Titles Estate or Incum- 
brances the said Thomas Jarvis and Elizabeth'his wife by Combinacon 
with the said William Betts whoe is to have a great share of or 
greatuity out of the said one thousand twoe hundred and fifty 
pounds if the same be recovered and to and with the said Thomas Bacon 
and Mary Brookes and with divers other Persons unknowne to your 
Orator whose names when discovered your Orator prayes liberty to 
incert them herein as Defend't with apt words to charge them have 
gotten and kept the pos'sion of the P'misses and p'vented your Orator 
from takeing and delivering A quiett and peaceable possession accord- 
ing to the said agreem't and the said Confederates by Combinacon 

doe threaten that they will continue to keepe his pos'sion and disable 
your Orator from getting and delivering the same according to the said 
agreement on purpose to subiect yo'r Orator to the paym't of the said 
one thousand twoe hundred and fifty pounds but what the said Estates 
ludgm's Joynture Tytles or Incumbrances are and by and to whome 
made and to whose use & when dated and when sealed executed or 
entered into and for what consideracon really and bona fide paid and 
by and to whom the said Confed'ates refuse to discover whereas if any 
such Estates Jointure or Incumbrances there are the same are fraudulent 
or voluntary and obteyned by undue and indirect meanes and if any 
such Joynture Deede was made by the said Nathaniell Bacon the same 
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was voluntary and made after Marriage and the same and other Estates 
and Incumbrances if any such were made for tittle or noe consideracon 
and were not really and bona fide executed before your Orators title 
but are antedated and if any money was or were ever lent or paid 
thereon the same is since paid or satisfyed and the same were 
originally or else are since become in trust for the said Nalhaniell 
Bacon or the said Thomas Jarvis or else the same were made 
suffered or entered into by the said Nathaniell Bacon or whereof 
he knew or had notice att the time of his selling and conveying 
the P'misses to your Orator as aforesaid and which he concealed from 
your Orator or else the said Thomas Jarvis hath bought or agreed to 
buy in the same or severall of them for little or nothing with designe to 
sett them on foote or hathe agreed or procured severall of them to bee 
sett on foote and made use of with designe to keepe the pos'sion of the 
P'misses from your Orator and to render him unable to performe the 
said agreement to the intent to oblige your Orator to pay the said One 
Thousand two hundred and fifty pounds and soe to defraud them there- 
of And to that purpose the said Thomas Jarvis and Will'rn Betts hath 
outlawed your Orator on the said Judgm't and intend to plead the 
said Outlawry or some other Outlawry which- they have recovered 
against your Orator in barr of the suite Whereas in Justice no use ought 
to be made of the said Joynture or other Incumbrances nor ought the 
said Thomas Jarvis or the other Confederates to take any advantage 
thereof or of your Orators not haveing delivered the said pos'sion 
according to the strict words of the said agreem't. And the rather for 
that if any Incumbrances there be the same were made and created by 
the said Nathaniell Bacon or those under whom hee claymed and not 
by your Orator and the said Henry Jason and Peter Phesant or any of 
them they or any of them haveing done noe Act to Incumber the same 
All which matters and things were well knowne to the said Confeder- 
ates but they did refuse to discover the same And the said .... 
of the said Confederates were contrary to equity And herefore and in 
regard your Orator could not bee releived in the P'misses att the 
Comon Law and was only releivable in this Honoble * * (sic) And the 
rather for that your Orator witnesses whoe could prove the truth of all 
and singular the p'misses were either dead or gone into places beyond 
the seas remote and to your Orator unknowne your Orator humbly 
prayed the ayde of this Ho'ble Court and to the ende the said Thomas 
Jarvis and Elizabeth his wife and Will'm Belts Thomas Bacon and Mary 
Brookes respectively might accordingly true and perfect Answeare 
make to all and singular the p'misses upon there Corporall Oathes and 
your Orator bee .... therein according to Equtty hee humbly 
prayed the ayde and assistance of this Honoble Courte and that p'ces 
ofSp might be awarded ag't the said Thomas Jarvis and Elizabeth 
his Wife Thomas Bacon William Betts and Mary Brookes to appeare in 
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ihis Honoble Courte And Answeare the P'misses which being granted 
and the said then Def'te (except the said Mary Brookes) therewithal! 
served they appeared and put in theire Answeares and all Ord'rs after- 
wards made in the said Cause but before the same was heard the said 
Thomas Jarvis the principall Defehd't and whoe claymed the matter in 
controversy departed this naturall life haveing first made his last Will 
and Testam't in writeing and thereof made the said Elizabeth Jarvis 
his wife George Richards of London Merchant and Edmond Foster of 
London Gent his Executors by meanes of whose death the said suite as 
ag't the said Thomas Jarvis abated and that since the death of the said 
Thomas Jarvis they the said Elizabeth Jarvis George Richards and 
Edmund Foster have proved his last will and Testament whoe ought 
performe such Ord's and Decree touching the said P'misses as the said 
Thomas Jarvis should have done in case he . . . And your Orator 

further showeth that since the exhibiteing of this your Orators bill 

of Reviver hee hath discovered that the said Nathaniell Bacon att his 
death left Issue only twoe Daughters (to witt) Elizabeth and Mary and 
that the said Elizabeth one of the said Daughters is dead without Issue 
and itt is p'tended that the said Nathaniell Bacon by that p'tended deed 
of Joynture herein before menconed or by some other Deede the 
p'misses or A greate parte thereof after ye death of the said Elizabeth 
his Relict are to come to the said Mary Bacon as Daughter and Heire 
of the said Nathaniell Bacon & y't ye s'd Nath. Bacon gave bond to 
settle the said p'misses on the said Elizabeth or to some such effect 
Whereas yo'r Orat'r chargeth as the truth is y't if any such Deede or 
settlem't bee made or any such limitacon therein as is p'tended the said 
Deede or Settlem't not only as to the said Elizabeth but also to the 
said Mary Bacon the Daughter is voluntary and fraudulent and was 
made and executed as alsoe the said p'tended bond after the marriage 
of the said Nath: Bacon with the said Eliz : and without any consider- 
acon really and bona fide paid & was antedated and ought not to be 
sett on foote ag't yo'r Orator whoe was a purchaser of the p'misses and 
if such bond there bee the same was only for setting a Joyntureon the 
said Elizabeth and there was not any p'vision or settlem't thereby to 
bee made for her Issue nor was there any agreem't made by the said 
Nathaniell Bacon before his marriage with the said Eliz: in refference 
to any settlem't the marriage being private & against the expresse Will 
and comand of the Father of the said Eliz: whoe when he knew there- 
of was much troubled thereatt and soon after dyed But when such deed 
was dated & when executed & for what consideracon & when & to 
whome paid & whether the same were after the marriage between the 
said Nathaniell Bacon and Eliz: the said Confed'rates by the Combina- 
con aforesaid refuse to discover contrary to Equity To the ende thereof 
that the said suite and all the p'ceedings therein had may stand Revived 
& bee in the same State plight and Condicon as they were in att the 
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time of the death of the said Thomas Jarvis And that the said Mary 
Bacon may Answeare all and singular the p'misses and sett forth the 
p'tended bond and settlem't verbatim with the Witnesses names thereto 
and make a pellicular discovery of all and singular the p'misses as if the 
same weere here Interrogated and that your Orator may bee releived 
in the p'misses according to Equitty May itt please your Lopp to grant 
unto your Orator his Ma'ties most gracious Writt of Spa of Revivor to 
bee directed to the said Elizabeth Jarvis Edmond Foster and George 
Richards thereby commanding them and every of them att A certaine 
Day and under a certaine paine therein to bee limitted personally to 
bee and appeare before your Lopp in this High and Honoble Courte of 
Chancery then and there to shew Cause if they can why the said Bill 
Answeare and other proceedings in the said Cause should not stand 
Revived and bee in the same state plignt and Condicon as they were att 
the time of the death of the said Thomas Jarvis and also his Ma'ties 
gratious Writt of Spa ad Respondendum to be directed to the said 
Mary Bacon commanding her to appeare in this Court And Answeare 
the p'misses and further that all the Debts may stand to and abide such 
further Ord'r and direccon therein for your Orators iust releife as to 
your Lopp shall seeme meete And your Orator shall pray &c. 

George Hutchins. 
(to be continued.) 
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Communicated by Mr. Lothrop Withington, 30 Little Russell street, 

W. C, London (including "Gleanings" by Mr. H. F. Waters, 

not before printed. ) 



(continued) 

Francis Hannsworth. Will n April 1656; proved 28 
February 1656-7. To John Hamond one hogshead of Tobacco. 
To Thomas Wilkinson of Rosewell in Virginia one Case of 
Waters. To Elizabeth Ramsey, daughter vnto Thomas Ram- 
sey of Virginia 15s. for a ring. To Francis Wheeler and his 
wife 20S. for gloves. To Master John White and his wife 20s. 
The rest of my estate vnto three of my neerest of Kindred in 



